
How does AI (copilot/Microsoft) answer the “A+AB=0” question? 

To what extent do the common characteristics of the protagonists Hansel and Gretel explain 
the characteristics of Hansel?

Hansel and Gretel's shared traits definitely help us better understand Hansel's character. Both are 
brave, clever, and determined—but Hansel often displays these traits in a particularly strategic way. 
For example, he uses his ingenuity to plan their escape by leaving breadcrumbs. Gretel, on the other
hand, demonstrates her strength in a more impulsive, yet still clever, way by outsmarting the witch. 
Their sibling bond also plays a significant role: Because they support each other, their individual 
strengths are even more emphasized. Hansel's courage is reinforced by Gretel's determination, and 
his cunning complements her quick wit. In this sense, their shared traits actually explain a lot about 
who Hansel is—not just as an individual, but as part of an unbeatable duo.

To what extent do the common characteristics of the protagonists Hansel and the witch 
explain the characteristics of Hansel?

Hansel and the witch are opposites in many ways, but it is precisely this contrast that highlights 
Hansel's particularly distinctive characteristics. While the witch is cunning and manipulative, 
Hansel uses his own cleverness in a creative and solution-oriented way. Both characters rely on 
strategy – but while the witch uses her intelligence for deception and control, Hansel uses it for 
survival and liberation. An interesting detail: Both are quite patient in their approach. The witch 
waits for Hansel to grow fat enough before she eats him. Hansel, in turn, behaves patiently and 
thoughtfully, using the bone to see through her deception. Their shared characteristics – such as 
cleverness, strategic thinking, and patience – further highlight Hansel's character: He uses his 
abilities not for cruelty, but for survival and escape.

What is a better description of Hansel? 1) Hansel is brave, clever, supportive and determined, 
as well as being part of an unbeatable duo. Or 2) Hansel is relying on strategy, is clever and 
patient?

Both descriptions capture key aspects of Hänsel's character, but it depends on what you want to 
emphasize. The first description highlights his emotional and social qualities—his courage, 
determination, and loyalty to Gretel. It portrays him as an active hero and part of a dynamic duo. 
The second description focuses more on his tactical thinking, patience, and survival instincts. This 
perspective emphasizes his ability to outwit opponents through strategy rather than sheer bravery.

If you would have to give a rating to both descriptions, what would it be?

If I had to rate them, I’d say both descriptions are strong but serve different purposes. The first one 
paints Hänsel as a well-rounded hero, emphasizing his courage, cleverness, and bond with Gretel—
so I’d give it a solid 9/10 for capturing his emotional and relational depth. The second one zeroes in 
on his strategic mind and patience, which are crucial in the story, so I’d rate it an 8.5/10 for 
highlighting his survival instincts.


